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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 March 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^| This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 2,4-12 and 14-42 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 24-42 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^3 Claim(s) 2, 4-1 2, and 14-23 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 11 December 2006 is/are: a)£3 accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on March 
5, 2008 has been entered. 

Acknowledgment 

2. Applicants' amendment filed March 5, 2008 is acknowledged. Accordingly claims 

2. 4-12, 14-23, and 24-42 remain pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 4-12, 14-23 , are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious 
over U.S. Patent No. 5,794,207 to Jay S. Walker in view of the applicant's own 
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admission of the prior art in the Back Ground (paragraphs [0002]-[0005]) and Mehrotra 
et al U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0167222 A1 and further in view of 
Sheets U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2001/0049653 A1. 

5. As per claims 2, 4, and 14 , Walker clearly teaches an apparatus comprising: 
a collaboration engine (fig. 1; ...central controller...); 

control logic communicatively connected to the collaboration engine, wherein the 
control logic selectively invokes an instance of one or more features of the collaboration 
engine in response to commands received by the control logic (see figs. 1-4 and 
associated text; col. 8, line 28-col. 9, line 51; col. 12, line 54-68); 

a network interface (see figs. 1-4); 

memory (figs. 1-4); 

management applications communicatively connected to the control logic a 
storage medium to store a plurality of collaboration rules; and a collaboration agent, to 
provide an interface through which digitally disparate sellers, dealers and/or 
manufacturers agree to selectively participate in commercial transactions for requesting 
users, and to enable each of the sellers, dealers and/or manufacturers to define terms 
and conditions under which they selectively participate with one another to facilitate 
commercial collaboration between these otherwise digitally disparate providers (See 
Walker figures 1-4 and associated text, column 10, lines 8-56) 

6. Walker further does not explicitly teach 
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to provide, at least in part, product inventory information from participating 
sellers, dealers and/or manufacturers including, at least, provider-specific product 
attributes; 

the collaboration agent to automatically seed an inventory search result with 
options identified on products currently available within inventory. 

7. Mehrotra et al discloses to provide, at least in part, product inventory information 
from participating sellers, dealers and/or manufacturers including, at least, provider- 
specific product attributes (0041 , which discloses general attributes of products with the 
product space...; 0054, which discloses that the customer is presented with a current 
virtual database of available products with pricing set with using merchandizing rules 
established by the dealer, supplier and the portal merchandiser); 

8. Sheets discloses the collaboration agent to automatically seed an inventory 
search result with options identified on products currently available within inventory 
(0025; ....determine which products which most closely match...; 0026; ...and particular 
product options...). 

9. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Walker et al and incorporate the 
collaboration agent to automatically seed an inventory search result with options 
identified on products currently available within inventory in view of the teachings of 
Mehrotra and Sheets respectively since the claimed invention is merely a combination 
of old elements and in the combination each element would have performed the same 
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function as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized 
that the results of the combination were predictable. 

1 0. As per claim 6, Walker teaches all the limitations of claim 5, further, Walker 
teaches the user interface applications further comprises a GUI interface. 

11. As per claim 9 , Walker teaches all the limitations of claim 3, further the memory 
comprises: 

a rules data element; and a search/transaction history data element (See Walker 
column 12, lines 54-68, column 13, lines 59-62, column 18, lines 14-55). 

12. As per claim 10 , Walker teaches all the limitations of claim 9, wherein the 
memory further comprises volatile or non-volatile memory (See Walker column 12, lines 
3-7 and lines 54-68). 

1 3. As per claims 21-23 , Walker teaches all the limitations of claim 7, further 
comprising a collaboration rules database which, when invoked by the search rules 
engine, identifies and divides collaboration partners into preferential tiers based, at least 
in part on the collaboration rules (See walker column 13, lines 30-62, column 19, lines 
29-44), a seller identification field; and a collaboration partner identification field (See 
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Walker column 2, lines 16-26, column 7, line 66-column 8, line 2, column 13, lines 11- 
62, column 19, lines 29-44). 

14. As per claim 5 , Walker teaches all the limitations of claim 2, wherein the 
collaboration agent further comprises: 

statistical tool applications; report generation tool applications; and user interface 
applications (See Walker column 12, lines 54-68 and column 13, lines 59-62). 
What is not clear in Walker is a comprehensive reporting details. However, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the current 
invention was made to utilize enhanced methods and systems of reporting and 
statistical analysis of data collected in a database for expanded understanding of the 
systems performance in a business environment as well as enhanced knowledge of 
the volume or any other aspects of conducted transactions. 

1 5. As per claims 7-8, and 17-20 Walker teaches all the limitations of claim 3, 
further the collaboration agent further comprises: 

a database manager to populate and manage information resident within 
associated databases; a search rules engine for searching data structures; and a data 
translator (See Walker figure 8, column 1 2, lines 54-68, column 1 8, lines 44-60). What 
is not specific by Walker teaching is the data translator. However, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the current invention was made 
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to know that and it would be essential in order to display the information on a GUI such 
as a browser on internet, one has to translate XML data and HTML codes collected 
from a database via a server. Or even if the is a CGI script to collect information and 
display it in a GUI such as a browser it would be essential to translate the information. 

16. Additionally data integration and translation of common data in disparate 
computer location and synchronization and transfer of such data from one computer to 
another is well known in the art. It is a common practice to use EDIs or APIs to move 
data from one database to another and utilizing these applications to manage the 
dissimilarity of type of the data. For example U.S. Patent No. 4,714,995 to Anthony 
Materna is clearly teaching the integration of different data in separate databases. 
However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the current invention was made to have the utility of data translation for consistency of 
the data among disparate computer systems with common data elements for better 
efficiency and integrity of the data collected. 

1 7. As per claims 11 and 15 , Walker teaches all the limitations of claims 2 and 7, 
the storage medium further comprises: 

a consolidated inventory database; and a product identification database is a 
well-known practice in the art. Patent Publication No. US2002/0083077A1 to David 
Vardi clearly demonstrates the consolidation of databases is well-known and old 
practice in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the current invention was made to include the well known practice of 
such consolidation of collected data includes standardization, consolidation or 
correlation of the information gathered from different sources and supplies it to an 
analyzer and report generator that provides the information to a user in a format that is 
easier to use. 



18. As per claim 12 , Walker teaches all the limitations of claim 1 1 , further the 
storage medium is located externally from the collaboration agent (See Walker Figures 
1-8). 



1 9. As per claim 16 , Walker teaches all the limitations of claim 7, further the 
database manager further comprises a data management function which, when 
invoked, enables a user to modify product attribute information. The function of the 
management interface is an essential and integral part of any common database 
management system in order to control, access, and manage the data base tables as 
well as data collected. As it can be seen in the examples of the Patent Publication No. 
US2002/0083077A1 to David Vardi. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the current invention was made to make such 
interface to access the data elements as well as for maintenance of the database 
system to have such an interface for added control and enhancement of data tables and 
collected data within them. 
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Response to Arguments 

20. Applicants' argument with respect to claims 2, 4, 5-8, 11-12, 14-23 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. However Applicant 
argues with respect to claim 2 that neither Walker, Chrome User's Guide or Sheets 
teach or suggest that "the collaboration agent to automatically seed an inventory search 
result with options identified on products currently available within the inventory." 

21 . In response, Examiner respectfully disagrees and submits that Sheets does 
disclose the claimed limitation. In Sheets, a customer may specify a particular product 
make, product style, product price range, and particular product options (e.g., air- 
conditioning) are high priority fields for a particular customer and the processor will then 
primarily search for products in the inventory file which match these high priority fields. 
In addition to providing the specified high priority needs of the customer, the processor 
further provides products missing some of the low priority fields which are displayed to 
the customer as alternative to the specifics provided by the customer. In order words, 
Sheets does not only provide the user or customer with information specified by the 
customer but instead goes on to recommend or suggest related configuration or options 
available within the inventory. For this reason Sheets does disclose "the collaboration 
agent to automatically seed an inventory search result with options identified on 
products currently available within the inventory" as claimed. 
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Conclusion 

22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The reference cited to Katz et al U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. 2002/0178077 A1 is a document considered relevant to the claimed 
invention. 

23. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art ad are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of 
the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the examiner. 

24. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles C. Agwumezie whose number is (571) 272- 
6838. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

25. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on (571) 272 - 6779. 

26. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
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information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Charlie C Agwumezie/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3621 
May 29, 2008 



